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As I come to the end of my two-year tenure as your Chairman, I just want to reflect on 

this COVID dominated year. It has been a very strange and difficult time, but parish 

councillors and other volunteers have pulled together magnificently and the list of 

achievements below speaks volumes about you all. 

Without actually ever being able to meet face to face this year, we have still achieved 

a great deal, notably: 

• Safer Roads Group. Steered most ably by my Vice Chair David Spicer, the SRG 

has secured £225,000 of general CIL funding for road improvements along Church 

Street and the Brownhill. Furthermore, they have done a great job in monitoring 

and maintaining our Vehicle Activated Speed signs. 

• Smartwater. We have provided residential Smartwater kits free of charge to all 

Parish households. ‘We Don’t Buy Crime’ signage has been installed at all entry 

points to the village, and stickers provided to residents for window display. 

• COVID. Together with a team of dedicated community volunteers, we quickly set 

up a freephone COVID helpline and made provision for funding for families 

struggling during the pandemic. 

• Mobile Post Office. The PC played a major part in bringing back a post office to our 

village. 

• Cliffe. Although restricted by the pandemic, the Cliffe Crew have still been able to 

do important work on the Cliffe, most notably the clearing of bracken and the 

sowing of new areas of heather. An initiative to give the Cliffe Nature Reserve 

status is almost complete, and improved signage and information around wildlife 

and ecology will soon follow. I would also like to thank David Shearan for his ‘Kofi 

Annan’ level negotiation skills in bringing the various Cliffe user groups together 

and being able to tentatively map a harmonious way forward. 

• Climate Change. This year we set up a Climate Emergency Working Group who 

have already made a mark by planting trees in both the spinney and the Bridge Inn 

field. Yesterday, a small group of volunteers also sowed a wild flower meadow. 

Next step recycling. 

• Doctor’s Meadow. The PC are consulting with the Parish to understand the best 

way to improve the Doctor’s Meadow facility. Once we have a plan, we will look to 

secure funding. 

I would like to thank my team of parish councillors who have supported me and our 

Shropshire Councillor Nick Bardsley. Special thanks to my Vice Chair David Spicer for 

all his support behind the scenes and to David Shearan who is at the heart of so many 

of our initiatives. Lastly, and most importantly I would like to thank our Clerk Lydia 

Bardsley. Clerking is a tricky job at the best of times, but the way Lydia has guided us 

through the treacherous waters of 2020/21 has been hugely commendable. Thank 

you, Lydia.  

Cllr Simon Gittins 

 


