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RUYTON XI TOWNS PARISH COUNCIL 
2 MARCH 2021 MEETING MINUTES 

An ordinary meeting of the Parish Council was held online at 6.30 pm on Tues 2nd March 2021.  

Parish councillors in attendance: Mr T Allison, Mr A Collier, Mr S Denyer, Mr M Eyles, Mrs C Jones, Mrs A 
Lister, Mr A Prince, Mr D Shearan, Mr D Spicer (Vice Chairman).  

Also in attendance:, Lydia Bardsley (Clerk), Nick Bardsley (Shropshire County Councillor), Public: 2  

Meeting started at: 6:32pm. 

140/20. Welcome by Chairman 

In the absence of Cllr Simon Gittins, the Vice Chairman Cllr David Spicer opened the meeting and 
welcomed everyone present to the meeting. It was AGREED Cllr Spicer would act as Chairman for this 
meeting.  

141/20. Apologies 

Cllr Gittins, and Cllr Barrett. These were accepted by the Council.  

142/20. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interests and Dispensation 

None received. 

143/20. Public Session 

Clerk brought the Council’s attention to reports from a resident about parking from visitors over 
weekends. Affected areas included: over spill area at Birch Grove, Little Ness Rd, Sandy lane entrance to 
Cliffe, between entrance to Birch Grove and Gooseberry Lane, and Fiveways.  

Cllrs had noticed cars parked on the grassy area at Fiveways, and it is believed to be people who are going 
for walks on local ROWs. It was AGREED that the Clerk would liaise with SC, and we may need to talk to 
landowners if people are parking in front of gateways to fields.  

Applicants then spoke on agenda item 150/20/3: Planning application, Caravan site at Barncroft 
(ref:21/00568/FUL). They spoke on the number of proposed pitches (there are 32 on existing touring side, 
and 10 pitches proposed for static caravans on extended area), traffic movements, visibility and access 
arrangements, screening, and business brought to the area over the last ten years. They also addressed 
concerns about residency (max 11 months), owner-occupied only, and age of visitors (adult only currently), 
and it was expected that no permanent residency will be a condition of permission. They also discussed 
possible future employment opportunities, and environmental matters (energy, and planting schemes). 
Council raised the question that some members of the public may see this as example of creeping 
development, but applicants don’t want the site to get too big as they need to keep it manageable, and 
they want to encourage visitors to use village facilities.  

144/20. Minutes 
It was RESOLVED to confirm that the Council minutes dated 2nd Feb 2021 were accurate and would be 
signed at a future date. 

145/20. Coronavirus 
It was NOTED that a roadmap for the gradual relaxation of lockdown measures had been announced. 
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Shropshire Garden Party: it was NOTED that this had been postponed until June 2022, but the Lord 
Lieutenant was still asking for nominations for volunteers by 31st March 2021. This was to thank those in 
the local community who have risen to the challenges of the past 12 months.  

It was AGREED that Cllrs would think about possible nominees and let clerk know asap.  

Covid-19 helpline: It was NOTED that no calls were made to the covid-19 helpline in the last month.  

Remote meetings: Official bodies such as NALC and SLCC are lobbying government to extend legislation to 
permit remote meetings beyond May, and some local councils are writing to the MP Robert Jenrick 
individually to add weight to these calls, and to also ask for cllrs/members of the public to be allowed to 
join meetings remotely permanently. It was AGREED the clerk would write a letter to local MP asking for 
remote meetings legislation to be extended beyond May. 

The clerk also shared advice from NALC about preparing for the potential return to face to face meetings in 
case government does not extend the legislation beyond 7th May 2021. 

It was AGREED that the clerk, Cllr Gittins, and Cllr Spicer will discuss plans and whether to call extra 
meetings before end of April.  

 

146/20. Reports – Council to consider and agree actions.  
a) Shropshire Councillor Nick Bardsley report (appendix A) 

Cllr Bardsley (NB) gave an update on the following matters: 

• Local Plan Review – congratulated Cllr Eyles on excellent representations submitted. 
Baschurch have submitted similar comments. NB has submitted representations asking for 
more precise language, and to be present at hearings, but doesn’t think officers are going to 
change much on current plan.  

• Shrewsbury Big Town Plan –The impact on rural bus routes was discussed.  
After discussion, it was AGREED that the clerk would draft an objection response based on 
discussions at the meeting and cllrs would email clerk asap if they have specific comments, 
as the deadline for comments was 3rd March. 

• CIL meeting 01.03.2021 – productive meeting with SC officers, who seemed very keen to 
listen to PC and that PC should take lead on puting forward proposals for road safety 
scheme.  

• It was NOTED that North West Relief Road consultation docs were online (ref: 
21/00924/EIA), but only 3 weeks to comment. It was expected that this would be extended, 
and it was AGREED that the Clerk will ask the planning officer for an extension.  
 

b) Local Police Report  

It was RESOLVED to note the report. It was suggested that the PC could ask SALC to make representations 
to Police on lack of useful information. Cllrs felt we should be asking police specific questions and give 
examples of what we would like to know (without breaching data protection), to help improve quality of 
reports. 

Smartwater – It was NOTED that a request had been received for a  SmartWater kit by new residents who 
had recently moved to the parish. It was AGREED that Cllr Prince would collect, register, and deliver a kit to 
the resident.  

c) Safer Roads group 
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CIL funding: Cllr Spicer gave an update on the recent meeting with SC officers re. CIL funding for road 
safety improvement scheme in the parish. The PC now has a contact from WSP, and we have offered to 
help with surveys locally. This will be discussed again in SRG meeting next week.  

Pot holes: It was NOTED that repairs had been completed between 3rd and 8th Feb, but that pot holes 
remained (especially between Shottaton crossroads and village proper). Keir had not replied to any emails 
re. future repairs since this time. Part of the issue was that the period allocated for repair work was cut 
short due to a scheduling clash, which should not have happened. It was AGREED that cllrs would try to 
take photos of recent repairs to show deterioration. 

Doctors Meadow car park: Pentons had given verbal approval for developers to use the car park if they 
make good the surface. Developers have confirmed they are waiting until they have the correct plant on 
site (expected end of this month). They had made a start last week, but the plant they had was not suitable 
and cars were parked in front of the bags of stone.  

d) Clerk’s update report (appendix B) 

It was RESOLVED to note the report. The clerk had also sent out a newsletter including a review of the past 
12 months, and important information for Census, and elections. It was NOTED that SC contractors still 
haven’t collected new notice board for installation at Birch Grove, and the clerk would chase this up. The 
clerk updated the Council on forthcoming house move, change of address, annual leave, and process for 
updating the Council’s address with Unity Trust bank.  
 

147/20. Policies to review and approve (appendix C). 

It was RESOLVED to approve the following. 
 Grant Awarding Policy 
 Records Management Policy 

It was AGREED that the clerk would start the process of disposing of older documents in line with the 
above policy. 

148/20. St John’s School, AED scheme 

The Council discussed the arrangement with the school re. the AED Scheme. It was AGREED to continue 
with existing arrangement and to ensure there is budget for AED replacement parts, repairs etc., rather 
than as a grant from PC.  

149/20: Parish Matters –– Council to receive updates and agree actions. 
a) Doctors Meadow improvements  

Cllr Shearan gave an update on improvements he would like to see, e.g hardtrack around site and to the 
Spinney, relaying football pitch, improving football nets, goal posts etc. A member of the public was still 
keen to be involved, and Cllr Shearan was keen to engage with the community to see if others are willing 
to assist. It was AGREED that Cllr Shearan will issue an open invite to members of the public and start to 
put a group together.  

b) Census 2021 

It was NOTED that postcards had started to arrive to raise awareness, the clerk had included this in the 
newsletter, and Cllr Shearan had been sharing updates via the local mailing list and Facebook.  

c) May elections  

It was NOTED that Local Elections were still scheduled to go ahead on May 6th 2021, and the clerk has 
circulated information on how to campaign safely during the various lockdown stages. The clerk would 
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share this on the parish council website, as well as links to downloading nomination packs from the 
electoral commission, or requesting a paper pack directly from SC.  

The Clerk will be attending a briefing session on 5th March (Elections essentials), but had cancelled the 
Elections engagement training on 9th March as the time had changed and was no longer able to join. It was 
NOTED that there is SALC Chairmanship training scheduled for 23rd and 30th March (split over both days). 
Cllrs will let the clerk know if interested. 

d) Cliffe – Local Nature Reserve status, Mountain biking, Nesting birds  

Local Nature Reserve: It was NOTED that the application for Local Nature Reserve designation for the Cliffe 
had received full support from Natural England. SC cabinet are meeting on 8th March and will consider 
delegating power to the PC to dedicate the Cliffe as a LNR. A very positive report had been submitted by 
the SC officers supporting this recommendation. 

Mountain biking: A remote meeting had been held on Monday 1st March with various stakeholders (local 
riders, Cllrs, Ed Potter, Shaun Burkey) and British Cycling. Those who had attended felt it was a very 
valuable meeting on the whole, and a step in the right direction in terms of relationship building, though 
there were some stumbling blocks. British Cycling will share advice and info on what they have done with 
other sites, and will organise another meeting. It was AGREED that despite collaboration with MTB riding 
community and British Cycling, that the Cliffe should not be promoted as a destination for MTB. If riders 
want a proper day out on MTB trails they should visit dedicated specialist MTB centres like Llandegla or 
Eastridge. It was AGREED that Cllr Shearan will share with community where we are up to. It was NOTED 
that the most affected areas for riders congregating and creating new trails etc., seem to be on Hopton 
Hill, rather than the Cliffe, partly due to the different geographies of the sites. There are also differences as 
Cliffe is owned by the PC, and is registered common land (so PC cannot erect fences like SC have done on 
Hopton Hill). Although PC is trying to coordinate with other areas and SC as much as possible, depending 
on outcome of these discussions, the PC may have to take a slightly different approach to MTB on the 
Cliffe.  

Nesting birds: Cllr Shearan gave some background on this matter, and proposed putting up signs at 
entrances to Cliffe to encourage dog owners to keep dogs on leads during nesting season. It was RESOLVED 
to do this. It was NOTED that SC are happy for signs to go up on their end of the Cliffe as well.  

It was NOTED that Cllr Shearan has arranged a butterfly survey with park ranger from April to September 
(last survey done in 1995). 

e) Climate emergency 

Recycling scheme: School is on board with idea of becoming a local collection hub. Working group is 
looking into how to keep costs to a minimum (without paying for Terracycle’s collection boxes), and still 
some work to do on which collection programmes we could establish.  

Tree planting and wildlfowers: Working Group has been promoting Trees for Shropshire with landowners 
and farmers. Wildflower meadow work on QEII Field (Bridge Inn Field) expected to start in April. Clerk 
shared a request from a resident for some trees to be planted on Doctors Meadow play area to create 
shady area, e.g. hazel, rowan, cherry, almond.  

Pentons development: Cllr Eyles gave an update on discussions with agents for Pentons site re. a 
Community Heat Programme. It was proposed that the Council commission a high level (not detailed) 
feasibility study to show whether paddock land on Pentons site is suitable for this type of infrastucture or 
not. Clerk had shared NALC legal guidance with the Working Group, re. legal powers that could be used, 
and restrictions on how a study could be used (i.e. it cannot be used to help developers with planning 
applications). It was AGREED that Working Group would look at getting rough idea of costs and estimates. 
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NB reminded the PC to liaise with planning development management team at SC to discuss our approach 
to sustainable energy, and to put pressure on developers to ensure they are on the same page. 

f) Community website and hosting costs 

It was AGREED to defer this until April. 
g) Community Governance Reviews 

It was NOTED that the initial comments deadline is 12th March, but so far we’ve had nothing to suggest 
there are any proposals for governance reviews affecting Ruyton or neighbouring parishes. It was AGREED 
to wait until further information becomes available before taking any action.  

h) PC social media account 

It was AGREED to defer this until April.  
i) Streetlighting – School road 

The Council considered a request to add a shield to a streetlight on School Rd which was shining into a 
resident’s property at night. It was NOTED that the current model of LED lanterns cannot be dimmed. It 
was RESOLVED to book in the work with Highline Ltd at a cost of £37+VAT (incl. Labour).  

 

150/20. Planning applications 
1. Land East Of Wigmarsh Cottage, ref: 21/00202/FUL 

Proposal: Erection of an affordable single plot exception house 
Comments deadline: 04.03.2021 
It was NOTED that SC housing Enablement Team claim to have no knowledge of the applicant or his need 
for affordable housing. It was further NOTED that the PC had written to SC Rural Housing Enabler in 2019 
to confirm the applicant’s strong local connection.  
 
After discussion, it was RESOLVED to make representation with no comments. 
 
2. Land adj. To Riversdale, Church street, ref: 21/00567/FUL 

Proposal: Conversion of stable block to rear of Riversdale to form two bedroom dwelling, refurbishment of 
existing cottage and erection of new four bedroom dwelling on adjacent land; formation of new crossover 
and driveways. 

Comments deadline: 17.03.2021 
After discussion, it was RESOLVED to object on the grounds of: access and highways safety concerns on 
Church street, history of the previous planning application (6th house was previously refused), 4 bed house 
does not meet needs established by latest Housing Needs Survey.  
 
3. Caravan site at Barncroft, Olden Lane, ref: 21/00568/FUL 

Proposal: Change of use of land and siting of ten static caravans (expansion of existing caravan site); creation of new 
vehicular access and visibility splay to include removal of tree(s) 

Comments deadline: 26.03.2021 
After discussion, it was RESOLVED to support with the following comments: 

PC is keen to ensure site remains as non-permanent residences, and would prefer that it remains as adult 
only site (potentially unsafe for children to walk along the road), and notes the positive economic impact 
on parish.  

Cllr Shearan thanked the Planning Working Group for their work.  
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151/20. Shropshire Council Planning decisions  

It was RESOLVED to note the following decisions:  
1. Proposed Development West Of Darlee Cottage, ref: 18/02858/REM – Pending consideration 

Proposal: Reserved matters for residential development of two detached houses (14/04168/OUT). 
 
2. Proposed Affordable Dwelling, Hillside Cottage, ref: 20/03470/FUL - Pending consideration 

Proposal: Erection of an affordable dwelling with detached garage; formation of access and all associated 
works 
  
3. Maple Villa, Little Ness Rd, ref: 21/00066/FUL – Pending consideration 

Proposal: Erection of single storey extension to rear (adjoining to previous extension).  
 
4. Woodfield House, School Rd, ref: 21/00185/FUL – Pending consideration  

Proposal: Adaption to half the existing detached double garage to provide ancillary accommodation 
 

152/20. Payments – Council to consider and approve 
a) Invoices/reimbursements to be authorised 

It was RESOLVED to authorise the following payments.  

• Clerk, March salary: £555.37 (no VAT) 

• Clerk expenses: £32.39 (no VAT) 

• NEST (direct debit), March pension contributions: £41.31 (no VAT) 

• Smith of Derby, Church clock maintenance: £253.20 (of which £42.20 VAT) 

• Shelley Signs, notice board: £558 (of which £93.00 VAT) 

• D. E. Peate, village maintenance: £304 (no VAT) 

• ICO, registration fee: £35.00 (no VAT), direct debit. 
 

b) Urgent invoices to approve after publication of agenda 

It was RESOLVED to authorise the following payment. 

• SALC, councillor training (x3): £90 (no VAT) 

153/20. Finance – to consider and approve 

It was RESOLVED to note and approve the following. Hardcopies of documents would be signed 
retrospectively once face to face meetings had resumed. 

a) Receipts & payment report Feb 2021 
b) Bank statement Feb 2021 
c) Bank reconciliation Feb 2021 
d) Internal controls check  

Cllr Eyles had offered to complete these checks so the clerk would drop off the paperwork asap. 
e) Assets check – Cllrs to report 

Clerk thanked Cllrs for conducting condition checks of PC-owned assets. It was AGREED to add 
maintenance for the War Memorial and Stone Cross to April agenda.  

154/20. Future agenda items 
Councillors are requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included 

elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 

Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making. 
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Nothing raised for future items, but Cllr Allison mentioned that he had checked half the ROWs in the parish 

in the last ten days and hoped to complete checks within a fortnight.  

155/20. Next Council meeting – Council to agree 

Next meeting provisionally scheduled for Tues 6th April 2021 (online).  

There being no further business, the Vice Chairman closed the meeting at 20.50 pm.  

Confirmed as accurate:    Chairman, Cllr Simon Gittins.  Date:      
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